GOSFORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  - NORTHUMBERLAND . 

Council  Chambers, 

GOSFORTH. 

September,  1946. 


To  the  Chairman  and  llembors  of  the 
Gosforth  Urban  District  Council, 

Lady  and  Gentlemen, 


In  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular 
No.  28/46  I beg  to  submit  a very  brief  interim  report  on  the 
health  of  the  District  during  the  year  1945;  as  usual  some 
details  of  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area  are  given 
in  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  which  is  presented 
herewith* 


The  official  statistics  furnished  by  the  Registrar- 
General  are  used  "'throughout  the  report;  in  all  cases  where 
numbers  are  stated,  the  comparative  figures  for  1944  will  be 

inserted  in  brackets. 


POPULATION. 

The  estimated  civilian  population  at  mid  year  1945  was 
20,650  (20,380)  - a further  slight  increase. 

BIRTHS . 


331  (371)  live  births  and  13  (9)  still  births  were 
registered  during  the  year;  the  birth  rate  was  16.0  (18,2) 
compared  with  16.1  (17,6)  for  England  and  Wales . 

There  was  1 (0)  maternal  death. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

12  (11)  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  were 
reported  giving  a rate  of  36.2  (29.6)  per  thousand  live 
births;  the  corresponding  figure  for  England  and  Wales  was 

46  (46)  . 


DEATHS . 

There  were  270  (218)  deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages; 
the  death  rate  was  13.1  (10.7)  per  thousand  per  annum  against 
a rate  of  11.4  (11.6)  for  England  and  Wales. 

- 0TIFIA5LE  DISEASES. 

Apart  from  tuberculosis  437  (507)  notifications  were 
received  - the  vast  majority  we re  in  respect  of  minor 
illnesses  such  as  Measles,  Whooping  Cough  and  Chickenpox; 
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12  (4)  cases  of  Dysentery  (2  non- civilian)  were  reported. 

34  (56)  cases  of  Scarlet  Dover  (1  non- civilian)  and  15  (12) 
cases  of  Diphtheria  (3  non- civilian)  were  notified  during  the 
year  - six  of  the  notified  cases  of  Diphtheria  had  been 
immuni s ed . 

During  the  year  27  (43)  children  were  immunised  by 
General  Practitioners  and  273  (299)  at  the  Welfare  Centre  - 
a total  of  300  (342);  included  in  this  total  are  28  (39) 
children  residing  outside  the  District  who  attended  the 
Gosforth  Clinic.  , 

In  addition  128  children  who  had  already  been  treated 
received  a supplementary  dose  at  the  Centre. 

8 (4)  deaths  were  attributed  to  Pneumonia  but  none  to 
Diphtheria,  Corebro- spinal , Fever,  Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping 
Cough  or  Measles. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

33  (34)  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  wore  notified  and 
there  were  8 ‘transfers’  from  other  districts;  11  (10) 
deaths  occurred. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (Consumption)  accounted  for 
25  of  the  33  notifications  and  10  of  the  11  deaths. 

The  total  number  of  ‘live1  cases  on  the  register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  122  (110)  - of  those  90  (84)  were 
pulmonary  and  32  (26)  non- pulmonary. 

CHILD  WELFARE . 


1844  (1927)  domiciliary  visits  were  paid  by  the  Health 
Visitors  and  195  (192)  Child  Welfare  Sessions  were  held  at 
the  Centre  at  which  the  total  number  of  attendances  was 
6122  (6631)  by  1120  (1283)  individuals  of  whom  377  (448) 
were  ‘new’  children;  in  addition  270  (528)  special  interviews 
were  granted  to  parents  at  the  office  and  354  (678)  simple 
dressings  were  applied. 

Apart  from  the  195  .Child  Welfare  Sessions  24  Special 
Immunisation  Sessions  were  held  at  which  603  Anti-diphtheria 
injections  were  administered  to  373  children,  and  48  Ultra- 
violet Sessions  at  which  463  exposures  were  given  to  30 
children. 

INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION.  (Children  and  Young  Persons  Act, 

1932  -Part  57) 

The  Health  Visitor  is  the  Inspector  under  this  Act; 
there  were  2 children  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 
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Adoption  of  Children,  During  the  year  eight  persons 
gave  notice  to  this  Authority  of  their  intention  to  place 
eight  babies  in  the  care  of  Adopters  with  a view  to  legal 
adoption.  At  the  jnd  of  the  year  four  children  had  boon 
legally  adopted  leaving  four  still  under  supervision. 

ANTE- NATAL  AND  POST- DA? Ah  CKL  ICG. 

102  (89)  sessions  verb  held  at  the  Centre  at  which  a 
total  of  822  (1070)  attendances  wore  registered;  of  these 
186  (236)  were  Ante-natal  first  visits  and  98  (125)  Post- 
natal first  visits.  15  of  the  239  Expectant  bothers  on 
the  register  were  non-residents  of  Gosforth. 

DENTAL  CLINIC. 

This  clinic  has  now  been  established  14  years.  During 
the  year  28  (26)  sessions  were  hold  and  52  (58)  children  had 
general  anaesthetics  administered  for  multiple  extractions 
and  minor  operative  treatment.  The  total  of  attendances 
was  180  (177)  and  this  included  a number  of  Ante-natal 
patients  who  deceived  treatment  for  the  relief  of  pain  or 
general  oral  sepsis. 

PEDI CuLOSIS. 

As  in  previous  years  there 
the  School  Nurse  - houses  whore 
effected  were  visited,  contacts 
treatment  recommended. 

SCABES. 

As  this  disease  is  not  notifiable  we  have  no  definite 
knowledge  as  to  the  number  of  cases  occurring  but  everything 
pointed  to  a marked  reduction  in  the  case  incidence. 

School  children  suffering  from  Scabies  were  treated  by 
the  staff  of  the  School  Medical  Service  - for  others 
Sulphur  Ointment  was  available  at  cost  price  on  application 
at  the  Health  Department. 

GENERAL . 


was  close  co-operation  with 
the  children  were  known  to  bo 
examined'  and  appropriate 


Although  there  was  an  increase  in  the  death  rate  and  a 
reduction  in  the  birth  rate  health  conditions  in  the  district 
we re,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory  during  the  year. 

An  increase  in  tuberculosis  had  been  anticipated  as  a 
result  of  wa r conditions  and  more  deaths  had  actually  occurred 
and  there  wore  also  more  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register 
at  the  end  of  the  year;  with  the  co-operation  of  the  staff 
of  the  School  Medical  Service  and  the  teachers  an  attempt 


was  made  to  determine  the  IncidoncG  of  tuberculosis  infection 
anong  tho  childrcn~at tending  the  schools  in  tho  District  by 
moans  of  a simple  Skin  Test, 

Consent  was  obtained  in  respect  of  2,475,  i,e.,  94$ 
of  the  2,644  children  and  2,398  were  submitted  to  tho  teet, 

734  or  31$  gave  a positive  reaction  and  arrangements 
were  made  to  have  them  X Rayed  but  unfortunately  the  date 
selected  clashed  with  the  V.R.  Day  holiday  and  only  565 
attended  for  examination;  of  these  15  wore  recalled  for 
large  films  and  reports  sent  to  the  principal  School  Medical 
Officer. 

The  important  findings  from  this  investigation  were  - 

1,  That  the  incidence  of  tuberculoid  infection  was  not 
unduly  high  in  the  District. 

2,  There  was  no  special  incidence  of  infection  in  any 
particular  ward  or  school, 

3,  No  gross  cases  of  symptomless  tuberculosis  were 
found . 

All  suspicious  cases  were  referred  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer  to  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  for  further 
investigation  and  treatment  where  necessary  - the  information 
in  regard  to  all  other  cases  was  incorporated  in  tho  child’s 
School  Medical  Record  and  should  prove  very  valuable  at  a 
lat^r  date, 

With  the  exception  of  15  all  the  persons  evacuated 
from  London  to  the  district  left  by  June,  1945* 

Six  of  tho  fifteen  cases  notified  as  suffering  from 
Diphtheria  had  been  immunised  but  this  need  not  cause  any 
alarm  as  all  the  cases  were  mild  - some  of  them  ’carriers’ 
only  - and  in  any  case  90 $ of  the  children  in  the  District 
have  been  immunised. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  record  again  my  appreciation 
of  the  valuable  help  given  by  all  associated  with  tho 
various  Clinics  at  tho  Welfare  Centre  and  the  office  staff. 

As  usual  Mr.  Combey  carried  out  all  his  duties  with 
that  enthusiasm  and  untiring  zeal  to  which  we  are  all 
accustomed  - his  resignation  is  a groat  loss  to  the  Council, 

In  conclusion  I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
thanking  all  the  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  interest 
in  the  work  of  the  Department  and  for  their  support  and 
encouragement . 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.H.  DICKINSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


AO  UAL  REPORT  OF  THE  S F:IOR  S_L;H,bTY  irSFSCTOIt. 
To  the  tied. i col  Officer  of  Health, 

Dear  Sir, 


I have  pleasure  in  presenting  a short  report  on  the  work 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the  year  1945. 


The  year  proved  a busy  one  pa 
relating:  to  houses,  there  being  a 
for  accomodation  associated  with 


rticularly  in  matters 
rapid  growth  in  the  demand 
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Water  Supply,  This  is  provided  by  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead 
Water  Company,  ho  complaints  were  received  during  the  year, 
nor  were  any  samples  taken. 

The  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Company  informs  me  that  355  out 
of  399  samples  taken  at  the  head  works,  (86,97/)  were  found 
free  from  conform  bacteria  per  milli-litre. 


Nearly  all  the  dwelling  mouses  i >.  the  Gos forth  area  have 


a piped,  supply  separate  to  each 
fev/  premises  which  are  supplied 
that  steps  will  be  taken  in  due 
premises  not  subject  to  slum  cl 
internal  piped  supplies • 


house.  There  are,  however,  a 
fro.,  stand  pipes.  It  is  hoped 
course  to  see  that  all  trie 
3 a ranee  will  have  separate 


Drainage  and  Sewerage.  No  complaints  were  received  during  the 
year  with  regard  to  the  effluent  from  the  City  Sewage  Works  at 
Fawdon,  although  it  cannot  be  regarded,  as  satisfactory. 

The  Fawdon  Farm  drainage  outlet  remains  unsatisfactory 


and  will  require  attention  m duo  course.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  the  owner  has  deposited  with  this  Council  a sum  of  money 
towards  the  reconstruction  of  the  drainage  system. 


A scheme  for  the  re-drainage  of  the  Greyhound  Stadium  has 
been  prepared,  which,  if  carried  out,  will  prevent  any  further 
nuisance  to  residents  in  the  Garden  Village  area  from  the 

drainage  effluent. 

C0LL5CTIQI  AND  DISFOSAL  OF  LFFuSE. 

The  collection  of  refuse  and  salvage  continued  during  the 
year  in  a satisfactory  manner.  Two  collections  of  refuse  per 
week  were  continued  at  Coxlodge  where  a large  amount  of  ash  and 
coal  dross  from  the  miners’  dwellings  persists.  It  was  consider 
advisable  during  the  year  to  cease  regular  weighing  of  refuse  at 
the  Colliery  Depot  weighbridge  owing  to  the  imposition  of 
charges  for  the  use  of  the  weighbridge  combined  with  a loss  of 
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/loss  of 


time  in  the  collection  system  owing  to  the  department  vehicles 
having  to  wait  m turn  with  coal  filled  vehicles. 

Most  of  the  refuse  collected  was  disposed  of  by  controlled 
tipping  in  the  B run ton  Quarry  which  is  rapidly  filling  up  and 
may  be  completely  filled  in  about  two  years.  The  refuse  in  the 
Quarry  has  now  become  well  consolidated  and  'presents  a pleasing 
aspect  when  compered  with  its  previous  condition  in  the  early 
stages  of  tipping  on  the  site.  It  will  be  necessary  to  seek 
another  outlet  for  refuse  disposal  at  a fairly  early  date  and 
this  may  prove  difficult,  owing  to  the  lack  of  suitable  sites 
within  a reasonable  distance. 

The  total  amount  of  refuse  collected  from  all  premises 
was  estimated  bo  be  6607  tons,  an  increase  of  nos rly  200  tons 
on  the  previous  year.  The  figure  remains  high  despite  fuel 
rationing  and  the  amount  of  coal  dross  continues  to  bo 
considerable,  6297  tons  v/ere  disposed  of  by  controlled 
tipping  at  the  Quarry  and  310  tons  were  delivered  bo  farms, 
gardens  and  allotments, 

The  amount  of  refuse  ( excluding  salvage)  collected  per 
1000  of  the  population  was  316,8  tons  and' the  amount  per 
prenp.se s 0,986  tons. 

Vehicles , The  five  refuse  collection  vehicles  maintained  by 
the  department  consn st  of  3 moving  floor  vehicles  and  2 side- 
loaders  as  follows 
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An  order  has  now  been  placed  for  a now  Karri er  9.0  cubic 
yard  side  loader  to  replace  the  Vulcan  which  cannot  be  expected 
to  last  much  longer.  It  will  also  be  necessary  within  the  next 
two  or  three  years  to  replace  the  other  vehicles  of  the  fleet 
as  they  are  becoming  old  and  worn.  The  small  utility  van  is 
also  hue  for  replacement  at  an  .early  date, 

u •-..LVAG3 . As  expected  there  was  a reduction  m the  amount  of 
salvage  iu come,  but  the  district ' continued  to  hold  a leading 
place  in  the  Ministry’s  Northern  area  returns.  The  i:  come  fro; 
salvage  during  the  year  was  £1216.  16s,  Additonal  income 
from  trade  and  special  refuse  collections  was  £13.  4.  6d. 

G3MERAL  INSPECTION  OF  IRE MI6ES . 

2841  visits  were  carried  out  to  premises  in  the  district 
in  connection  with  various  public  health  matters.  413  visits 
were  made  re  infectious  diseases  and  disinfections,  35  re  Scabies 
and  190  to  premises  infested  with  rats,  mice,  or  other  vermin. 


In  connection  with,  rehousing  matters,  329  enquiries 
were  made,  and  92  visits  in  connection  with  evacuation 
problems.  84  dram  tests  were  carried  out  and  there  was 
the  usual  supervision  over  salvage  and  refuse  collection 
and  disposal.  152  complaints  of  various  kinds  were 
investigated  during  the  pear.  Pood  premises  in  the  district 
received  190  visit’s  of  which  14  were  paid  to  dairies  and 
cowsheds  and  16  to  bakehouses. 

280  visits  were  made  in  connect:. on  with  a special 
tuberculosis  patch  test  investigation  among  the  school 
children  of  the  district,  much  time  being  spent  on  organising 
the  sessions  and  arranging  for  X Rap  examination  of  reactors. 

HOUSING • As  a result  of  329  special  investigations  into 
housing  conditions  in  the  district  50  cases  of  overcrowding 
were  discovered,  and  bhese  are  likely  to  be  increased  owing 
to  the  great  difficulty  experienced  by  families  in  securing 
separate  accommodation.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  your 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  ’was  asked  by  the  Council  to  under- 
take rehousing  duties  and  to  deal  with  all  housing 
applications.  This  entailed  a great  deal  of  work  in  the 
organisation  of  a system  of'  priority  classifications,  with 
interviews  of  applicants  etc. 

Mrs.  Watson,  who  had'  done  such  yeoman  servile  e in  the 
Billeting  organisation  was  appointed  to  deal  with  the  Clerical 
side  and  to  assist;  m interviewing  prospective  tenants. 

Mr.  Bennett,  demobilised  from  the  R.A.P.  also  assisted 
by  inspecting  housing  conditions  of  applicants. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  the  rehousing  work  was  proceeding 
smoothly  but  with  an  ever  increasing  demand  for  accommodatio:  . 

The  Public  Health  Act  continued  to  be  the  most  useful 
means  of  convincing  owners  of  the  necessity  for  property 
repairs  despite  difficulties  with  labour  and  materials.  It 
was  not  considered  advisable  to  serve  notices  under  the 
Statutory  provisions  of  the  Housing  Acts  owing  to  the  difficult 
of  enforcing  in  full  the  standards  laid  down  for  making  houses 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  habitation.  Until  there  is 
an  easing  m the  situation  so  far  as  labour  and  materials  are 
concerned,  there  can  be  little  hope  of  sec... ring  satisfactory 
progress  in  improvement  of  the  poorer  type  of  working  class 
dwellings,  nor  can  slum  clearance  work  proceed,  until  major 
rehousing  demands  have  been  fulfilled. 

In  January,  1945  I submitted  a long  post  war  housing 
report  to  the  Council,  giving  my  views  on  the  future  of  the 
housing  situation  insofar  as  this  district  was  concerned  and 
with  the  passing  of  the  year  I see  little  need  to  alter  the 
opinions  then  expressed.  / 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  over  1000  applications 
for  houses  principally  from  young  couples  with  or  without 
children  and  having  no  separate  homes  of  their  own. 

Infestation  Order,  1945.  Work  under  this  Order  and  under  the 
flats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919,  continued  during  the  year, 
A labourer  trained  in  the  Ministry  of  Food  methods  wss  utilised 
for  the  practical  work  and  as  complaints  were  received  from  the 
general  public  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  visited  and  advised  as 
to  the  wprk  required.  The  services  of  the  He  dent  Operator 
were  available  to  the  general  public  at  a charge  of  o/~  per 
hour  (Including  bait  and  poison) . 
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It  was  estimated  during  the  year  that  250  rodents  had  been 
destroyed  by  the  action  of  your  rodent  operator  and  36 
r.festations  cleared  up.  It  is  hoped  to  carry  out  another 
sewer  campaign  in  the  coming  year. 

Verminous  P rem 1 s e s . Very  few  complaints  were  received  during 
the  year  with  regard  to  bugs,  fleas,  and  similar  vermin  and  on.lt 
24  inspections  were  necessary.  The  method  used  for  the 
elimination  of  bed  bugs  was  to  troat  the  premises  with  Zaldepide 
or  other  similar  insecticide  after  easing  of  any  wood  work  and 
thorough  steam  sterilisation  of  bed  mattresses. 

During  the  latter  half  of  the  year  experiment  was  made  with 
solutions  of  DDT.  which  v;ere  found  most  effective  against 
infestations  of  flies  and  it  is  hoped  during  the  coming  year  to 
extend  the  use  of  this  material, 

IfSPHCTIOI:  AID  SuPHRVISIOF  OF  FOOD, 

I.  DAIRIES,  CUWSHHDS  AMD  MILKSEFDS . 

Two  cow-keepers  who  are  also  retailers  of  milk  remained  on 
the  register  and  the  number  of  cows  kept  i.s  approximately  150  - 
the  greater  part  being  the  "T.T."  herd  at  .Red  House  Farm,  Fawdon 


dairy  at  the  Red  House  -farm  is  provided  with  satisfactory 
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It  should  be  noted  that  the  Plate  Count  for  pasteurised  milk 
was  discontinued  during  the  year  being  replaced  by  the  Methylene  A 

Blue  test. 


Four  samples  out  of  forty- two  examined  were  found  positive  to 
B.  tuberculosis,  there  being  4 herds  involved.  This  compares 
unfavourably  with  results  during  the  previous  two  years  and  it  is 
disturbing  to  know  that  three  out  of  the  four  positive  samples  were 
from  accredited  herds.  No w that  war  conditions  are  disappearing  it 
is  \oped  the  t higher  standards  in  the  transport,  handling  and 
distribution  of  milk  will  be  effected,  for  with  the  Government  polic; 


9 

n 


of  stimulating  production  and  consumption  of  milk 
ever  will  ne  necessary  to  ensure  that  it 

of  food. 

( ill)  The  following  licences  for  the  sale  of  graded 
district  were  issued. 

To  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  milk.,... 

To  sell  Accredited  milk 
To  sell  Pasteurised  milk  (f 


greater  care  than 
ind  sound  article 


milk  in  the 


« 0 o • «»  * » 

’on  vohicl 


Incidental! 


the  school - 


oasteurised  milk  or  milk  of  T 


in  ft 

rp  t! 


di 
au.nl  i ■ 


...........  . . 1 

) ,«.A.*...,,.l 

-rict  are  supplied  only 
’ /over 


wi 


B.  R.rdIS  1' RATION  Or1  PREMISES  , 


(-  feed  and  Dr  ups 


iiC'G 


038,  Section  14) . 


Loot  of  the  premises  regia  ; red  are  in  a fairly  good 
condition  and  maintained  in  a reasoned"1  o state  of  cleanliness, 
but  it  is  hoped  that  some  timm  pill  so  or.  be  spent  in  work 
ander  the  Food.  ■ i u 1)  r1.  i '7  s A c t o ensure  that  food  premises  are 
properly  supervised  an  hyg:  nic  conditions  maintained  at  a 
high  level. 


ShOPS  etc 


from  the  centralised 
upon  Tyne . 

The  two  small  private  slaughter  houses  in  the  district  were 
again  licenser'’  by  the  Counci"  . Visits  were  paid  to  meat  shops 
which  continued  to  be  maintained  in  good  condition. 


cr; 


LID  (MITER 


RETAIL 


laughter ing  depot o in  the  C 


tn . 
^y  of 


. district 
'Newcastle 


The  Ministry  of  Food  Salvage  Depot  was  removed  during 
the  ye a r to  ano  the r d i s t ri c t , 


The  following  a 

r t i c 1 e s o f 

food  \ 

vere  found 

un fit  f o r hum  a n 

consumption  and  were 

sur rondo v< 

ed  for 

disposal, 

wherever  possible 

the  material  being  s 
items  were ! - 

alvaged  fo 

:r  ani. 

1 1 feeding. 

The  principal 

106  Cams 

ed  Meat , 

69 

tins  milk. 

4A-1-  lbs. 

3 ruse  ge , 

6 8 

lbs . peas 

and  beans. 

4C"  lbs. 

Dried  Egg 

20 

Rabbits  . 

135  tin a 

51  ah  . 

52 

1 o s , j am . 

vj  u I-J  a 

wet  fish. 

68 

PI  o r r r- 

Flour  Mixture. 

STAFF , I would  again  pay  tribute  to  the  loyalty  and  continued 
help  of  the  staff  including  Mr,  Stinger  who  has  worked 
conscientiously  and  well  and  to  hr.  Smith  and  the  Cleansing 
Staff | I also  welcome  Mr,  Bennett  on  his  return  from  service 
in  the  Forces, 


Yo  u r s f a i t hf u 1 1 y , 
Y7.  COMBSyZ  ' 

S.fv-.inT'  ,c 


San  t a r y In  spec  tor, 
Salvage  Officer* 


